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THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL 


ASCHRIST TAUGHT IT IN THE PARA- 
BLE OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 
— Luke 16. 19-31. 


I 
Introduction to the Subject 


We hear it commonly pro- 
claimed in this practical and 
busy age that the Christian 
Church, as a whole, no longer 
believes in or teaches the hell 
of ancient mythology, and that 
it has forever buried in the dead 
past the ignorant and fanatical 
delusions of sincere but mis- 
taken preachers whose flaming 
delineations of a literal hell fire, 
fifty or a hundred ‘years ago, 
frightened the irreligious into 
seeking the kingdom of heaven. 
Many affirm that the Bible itself 
nowhere teaches anything clear 
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and positive on the subject of 
future eternal punishment. 

This treatise is intended to be 
a concise, practical, unpreju- 
diced, and thoughtful examina- 
tion of the twofold question : 
Did Christ himself teach any- 
thing clear and positive about 
future punishment? If he did, 
what is the nature and character | 
of such punishment, and how is 
the truth to be so identified 
that it can be separated from 
the misleading human errors 
commonly taught? 

In other words, What is the 
truth about hell ? 

We have confined the argu- 
ment to the parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus for the follow- 
ing reasons: 1. It most clearly 
embodies all that Christ ever 
taught on the subject; 2. The 
parable harmonizes with the 
general teaching of the Bible; 
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3. The parable comprehensiveiy 
covers the whole ground of the 
arguinent. 

If it is asserted that our argu- 
ment is confined to Hades, or 
the intermediate state, and does 
not )itherefore tell the whole 
truth about gehenna, or hell, be- 
yond the resurrection, we reply 
that our discussion is confined to 
the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus. We have carried the 
argument no further beyond the 
grave than Christ himself carried 
it. Without taking the argu- 
ment beyond the intermediate 
state, however, is it not fair and 
logical to presume, even to the 
point of demonstration, that the 
future punishment of the wicked 
in Hades will be an efernal ge- 
henna, or hell? Can any argu- 
ment be deduced from the par- 
able to teach the contrary? 


Whatever human errors and 
7 


The Truth about Hell 


defects may obscure the full 
shining of the perfect light of 
truth upon these pages, the 
author believes that the basal 
facts herein outlined will remain 
fixed in the minds of all truth- 
seeking and intelligent readers. 
‘‘Take heart! the waster builds again; 
A charmed life old goodness hath ; 


The tares may perish, but the grain 


Is not for death.” 
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Te 


Introduction to the Parable 

THERE can be no correct in- 
terpretation of this or any par- 
able without studying closely, 
1. The person speaking the par- 
able and the truths or lessons 
favenege wer alhe. persons'’’to 
whom the parable is spoken ; 
3. The circumstances or con- 
ditions under which it is uttered. 
When these rules are applied to 
this parable we find the. follow- 
ing exegetical statements to be 
crue 

The chapter opens with the 
parable of the Unjust Steward, 
addressed by Christ to his dis- 
ciples. The lesson taught is as 
follows: ‘‘If therefore ye have 
not been faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will 
commit to your trust the true 
riches?” Still addressing his 
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disciples, Jesus continues his 
discourse on riches as follows: 
‘*No servant can serve two 
masters : for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other ; 
or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Yecan- 
not se.ve God and mammon 
[riches].” Then follow two 
verses which are like doors 
opening into the hidden re- 
cesses of this parable: ‘‘And 
the Pharisees also, who were 
covetous, heard all these things: 
and they derided him. And he 
[Jesus] said unto them, Ye are 
they which justify yourselves 
before men ; but God knoweth 
your hearts: for that which is 
highly esteemed among men is 
abomination in the sight of 
God.” Then, after three verses 
spoken in the same connection, 
Jesus addressed to these same 


covetous Pharisees this parable 
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of the Rich Man and Lazarus, 
with its lesson that worldly 
riches, or this weld alone and 
apart from the trie life in Christ, 
are an abomination in the sight 
O170a.) The rich) man’ there- 
fore is clearly the mammon- 
serving and covetous Pharisee; 
Lazarus, or ‘‘God-helps,” is the 
humble Christian disciple, de- 
spised among men, but highly 
esteemed in the sight of God. 
The parable contrasts earthly 
and heavenly standards and 
estimates, and teaches the 
fixity, the unchangeableness, of 
character in the life beyond the 
grave. The gulf separating the 
two men on earth was worldly 
riches ; in heaven, or paradise, 
it was Christian character. The 
estimate of heaven is therefore 
not the same as this world’s 


estimation. 
If 
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III 


The Parable 

THE graphic picture drawn by 
Christ in this parable, to teach 
this great truth, is perhaps too 
well known to demand any ex- 
tended narration. <A few hints 
will present the picture in its 
general outlines. 

Verses 19-21 represent the 
condition of the two men on 
earth. A certain rich man, 
clad in upper robes of costly 
purple wool, and inner garments 
of Egyptian byssus, lived in 
magnificent oriental splendor, 
faring sumptuously (evpearvope- 
‘voc—feasting joyfully) every 
day; as the revisers in the 
margin say, ‘‘living in mirth 
and splendor every day.” At 
the palace gate of this rich man 
lay Lazarus (literally, God- 
helps), a wretched and despised 
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beggar, wasted, hunger-pinched, 
and covered with ugly ulcers 
(nAKwpevoc, being full of ulcers), 
These sores had so poisoned the 
blood, reduced the flesh, and 
drained the system that he had 
to be carried daily to his ac- 
customed place at the gate, 
where he hoped to beg some of 
the crumbs or pick up some of 
the table refuse cast into the 
street by the servants. But the 
rich man cares not for the beg- 
gar named God-helps, although 
he often sees him lying in the 
hot sun, famine-struck and 
dying, watching for the frag- 
ments he daintily rejects. Laz- 
arus gradually pines away ; his 
wretched body, covered with 
reeking and deadly ulcers, be- 
comes a loathsome object, ex- 
citing disgust as well as com- 
passion. The street dogs are his 


only physicians and comforters, 
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At last, a welcome visitor, 
death comes to his relief, verse 
22. There is a day when his 
place at the gate is vacant, but 
no tears are shed. An exclama- 
tion of contempt, possibly, from 
the rich man, a few words of 
pity from the servants, and he 
is carelessly thrown into the 
ditch and buried. He is soon 
forgotten, the street dogs be- 
ing probably his only mourners. 
But the hand of death, which 
impartially ‘‘knocks at the cot- 
tage and the palace gate,’’ soon 
falls upon the rich man. Feast- 
ing and revelry are changed into 
fasting and mourning. A costly 
funeral follows, made terribly 
impressive by the wailing of a 
multitude of hired mourners. 

Thus death ended the selfish 
and luxurious life of the worldly 
rich man and the wretched 
misery of Lazarus, whose only 
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hope was in God. But did 
death end all? No; for Jesus 
lifts the curtain beyond death 
and discloses the condition of 
these same two men in the next 
world. Verses 23-26 reveal 
their changed conditions be- 
yond the grave. The contrast 
between these two men in 
Hades, the place of their im- 
mediate abode after death, is as 
great as the contrast between 
them on earth. Now Lazarus 
isiimimetne: place “of. joy) and 
abundance, while the rich man 
is ‘‘in torments” at the im- 
passable gate of paradise beg- 
ging relief from Lazarus, who is 
safe in Abraham’s bosom—a 
great gulf being fixed between 


them. 
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IV 


The Parable Interpreted 

In interpreting this parable, 
in its application to these two 
men in the next world, it must 
never be forgotten that Jesus 
used for his picture the current 
terms and adapted the beliefs 
common among the Pharisees 
to whom he was_ speaking. 
The word translated hell is 
Hades (or sheol in the Old Tes- 
tament), which in its Jewish 
meaning was the place of all 
departed spirits immediately 
after death. This place the 

Jews divided into gehenna, the 
abode of the wicked, and para- 
dise, the home of the righteous. 
Between the two was a yawning 
chasm, but each place could be 
seen from either side, and the 
Talmud contains many fabled 


conversations between souls in 
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Hades, or sheol. Paradise they 
held to be near the throne of 
God, with Abraham in the center 
and Moses close beside him. 

Now arises the question, Did 
Jesus in this parable intend to 
teach his lesson especially or 
solely to the Pharisees, and 
simply reveal to them by a strik- 
ing figure the great contrast be- 
tween two men in this world as 
judged in the sight of God? Is 
the parable simply a rhetoric- 
al figure of. allegorical speech 
whose lessons are to be guessed 
at or whose truths are hidden in 
words of doubtful or various 
interpretation? Is the story 
simply a graphic and striking 
illustration, with a terrible de- 
nunciation, of selfish Pharisaism 
and worldly riches apart from 
Christ, or is ita striking contrast 
between the covetous Pharisee 


and the despised Christian Gen- 
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tile? Are the two men simply 
contrasted as _ representative 
types of the entire Jewish nation 
and the Gentiles—to whom the 
Gospel of Christ had been ‘pre- 
sented, with such distinctly 
opposite reception—and does 
Christ in this parable simply 
contrast them in the sight of 
God, and in doing so use Jewish 
terms to convey the lesson ? 

Many read the parable with 
this latter interpretation and so 
limit its meaning to the Phari- 
sees to whom Jesus was then 
speaking. ‘They argue that this 
parable has no clear lesson or 
divine revelation to us as to the 
character of future eternal pun- 
ishment in the life beyond the 
grave. From this interpretation 
we heartily dissent, and mainly 
for the following reasons: . 

1. Inall the parables of Jesus 


lies a great doctrinal lesson or 
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truth of permanent value, and 
applicable to the world for all 
time, as teaching the meaning 
and reality of ‘‘the kingdom 
of heaven” he came to reveal. 
The parable may represent a 
fact in nature or in human life, 
or it may be, as in the case of 
this parable, an illustration in- 
terspersed with Jewish figures 
and addressed to Jews, but the 
application is always real, not 
imaginary, an eternal verity and 
not a passing object-lesson. 
The sensible words of always- 
sensible Adam Clarke are es- 
pecially applicable to this para- 
ble: ‘* This account of the rich 
man and Lazarus is either a par- 
able or a real history. If it be 
a parable, itis what may be; if it 
be a Azstory it is that which has 
been. . . . Theaccount is equal- 
ly instructive in whichever of 
these lights it isviewed.” The 
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following pertinent and wise 
words from McClintock and 
Strong’s Biblical Cyclopedia 
strongly argue the same inter- 
pretation: ‘‘ It is with principles 
alone that the parables deal; 
with principles which imply doc- 
trines, which result in morals, 
which appear in the history of 
the past, and will reappear in- 
the future. To set forth these 
principles in a sphere which is 
wider than that of either indi- 
viduals or churches, in the 
sphere of divine truth in con- 
tact with the heart of man, is 
the object of the New Testament 
parables.”’ 

2. If Jesus had intended to 
confine the contrasted condi- 
tions of the rich man and Laza- 
rus to this world, he would never 
have introduced them into the 
next world. Jesus never intro- 


duced anything into his para- 
20, 
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bles which did not bear directly 
upon the lessons to be taught 
from them. The main lesson 
or truth in this parable is, in 
our judgment, centered on the 
contrasted spiritual conditions 
of these men in Hades, or their 
immediate life beyond the grave. 
In this brief but striking reve- 
lation Jesus himself has, there- 
fore, unquestionably revealed to 
us something of the nature and 
reality of future punishment. 
Can the parable be fully and 
truthfully interpreted otherwise? 
Why should this parable be made 
the exception in the full appli- 
cation of the lessons and truths 
taught fromit? If we reject this 
parable, why not reject all the 
parables of Jesus as having no 
clear and permanent application 
to the divine kingdom he came 
to reveal ? 


3. The great lesson of future 
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punishment which Jesus teaches 
in this parable is clearly sus- 
tained by the general teaching 
of the Bible. The lesson is too 
obvious to demand in this brief 
treatise a detailed array of Bible 
history and quotations to prove 
it. All the history of the Old 
Testament with its record of 
human unfaithfulness, all the | 
wonderful words of Jesus and 
his disciples and apostles in the 
New Testament, all human his- 
tory itself, is a full and clear 
declaration of the truthful but 
awful lessons taught in this par- 
able. 

After making all allowance 
for the Jewish terms and figures 
employed by Jesus in this par- 
able we therefore deduce the 
following great lessons as to 


the truth about hell: 
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Practical Truths about Hell 


1, THis parable clearly teaches 
a contrast between human and 


divine standards and _ ideals. 
Sin is the reverse of holiness. 
Hell is the reverse of heaven. 
The happiness of the Pharisaic 
rich man on earth changes to 
torment in Hades. Says Can- 
on Farrar: ‘‘The decision of 
the next world will reverse the 
estimation in which men are 
held in this world. God is no 
respecter’. of, persons. j)) ‘The 
heart must decide between the 
good things of this life and the 
next.” Death and the future 
will crown with heavenly re- 
ward only the Christian disciple. 
Christian Lazarus, although a 
beggar upon earth, will be in 
comfort and felicity in heaven. 
The ungodly and worldly-mind- 
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ed will receive, like the rich 
man, their good things in this 
life. What encouragement there 
fore for every faithful Christian 
—poor, neglected, unknown to 
fame and the morning news- 
paper, but rich above worldly 
estimate in eternal heirship with 
Jesus Christ, a partaker of the 
heavenly ‘‘inheritance, incor- . 
ruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by 
the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be re- 
vealed in the last time.” The 
Christian, poor upon earth, will 
be eternally rich in heaven. 
Men often estimate their fellows 
by their worldly possessions. 
God invariably estimates men 
by their heavenly character and 
‘*judgeth the heart.” 

2. Another truth clearly 
taught is the conscious exist- 
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ence of all souls, good and bad, 
from death to the resurrection. 
The rich man was not annihi- 
lated at death. Consciousness 
and memory survived the grave. 
A full sense of his reversed 
condition bursts upon him. He 
sees himself and his earthly life 
in the light of God’s estimate. 
He now experiences the full 
meaning of the terrible truth 
that what ‘‘is highly esteemed 
among men is abomination in 
the sight of God.” 

Notice that-this existence of 
the rich man is in Hades. 
Hades in the New Testament 
is the exact equivalent of the 
Hebrew word sfeo/ in the Old 
Testament, and designates the 
abode. of both bad and good 
spirits after death, with gehenna 
for the wicked and paradise 
for the righteous. Many high 
authorities might be quoted to 
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place this meaning of Hades 
in the parable almost beyond 
question among all unprejudiced 
thinkers, but it will be sufficient 
for our purpose to condense 
them all into the following able 
and truthful exposition of this 
difficult word of the parable from 
the pages of McClintock and 
Strong’s Biblical Cyclopzedia—a 
high and unquestioned author- 
ity: ‘*‘In Hades,’ it is said of 
the rich man, ‘he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torments.’ The 
soul of Lazarus is, no doubt, 
also represented as being so far 
within the bounds of the same 
region that he could be descried 
and spoken with by the sufferer. 
Still, he was represented as shar- 
ing no common fate with the 
other, but as occupying a region 
shut off from all intercom- 
munion with that assigned to 
the wicked, and, so far from 
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being held in a sort of dungeon 
confinement, was reposing in 
Abraham’s bosom, in an abode 
where angels visit. With this 
also agrees what our Lord said 
of his own ¢emporary sojourn 
among the dead, when on the 
eve of his departing thither. 
‘To-day,’ said he, in his reply 
to the prayer of the penitent 
malefactor, ‘shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.’ But paradise 
was the proper region of life 
and blessing, not of gloom and 
forgetfulness; originally it was 
the home and heritage of man 
as created in the image of God; 
and when Christ now named the 
place whither he was going with 
a redeemed sinner paradise, it 
bespoke that already there was 
an undoing of the evil of sin, 
that for all who are Christ’s 
there is an actual recovery zm- 


mediately after death, ... In 
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short, it seems . . . as if, from 
the time that Christ brought life 
and immortality to light, the 
distinction in the next world as 
well as this was broadened be- 
tween the saved and the lost ; so 
that “fades was henceforth ap- 
propriated, both in the name 
and in the reality, to those who 
were to be reserved in darkness 
and misery to the judgment of 
the great day, and other names, 
with other and brighter ideas, 
were employed to designate the 
intermediate resting-place of the 
redeemed. It was meet that it 
should be so; for by the per- 
sonal work and mediation of 
Christ the whole Church of God 
rose to a higher condition; old 
things passed away, all things 
became new; and it is but 
reasonable to suppose that the 
change in some degree extended 


to the occupants of the zufer- 
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_ mediate state—the saved becoming 
more enlarged in the possession of 
bliss and glory, the lost more sunk 
in anguish and despair.” * 

Thus Hades is not the grave, 
but an intermediate preparatory 
place for disembodied spirits, 
good and bad, and continues 
_ from death to the resurrection 
and general judgment. It is 
the abode of souls in the in- 
' termediate state. At the judg- 
_ ment the final separation takes 
piace. As to the reason for 


such an intermediate state the 


Scriptures nowhere give any 
clear revelation, but two will 
- naturally be suggested: 1. The 
life and influence of every in- 
dividual ceases only with the 
end of time and the world. The 
influence of Nero and of Paul, 
for instance, will be felt to the 
day of final judgment, that of 


* The italics are ours. 
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the former for evil, the latter 
for good. ‘Therefore no soul 
can be fully judged at death, 
and it remains in this inter- 
mediate state (or middle place) 
until the end of the world. In 
the divine wisdom this may be 
necessary in order to meet the 
full conditions of a perfect judg- 
ment for the ‘‘deeds done in 
the dody.” 2. Thespirit nature 
immediately after death may de- 
mand a place of preparation— 
in the nature of a preparatory 
school—before the day of its 
final glorification with the risen 
body on the day of resurrection. 
Whatever the explanation may 
be, it seems to be the teaching 
of this parable that the souls of 
all, both good and bad, do not 
at death enter at once into the 
heaven or hell finally to be re- 
vealed, but into an intermediate 


state, and that they continue in 
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that state until the resurrection 
and the final judgment. The 
wicked will then ‘‘ go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the 
prienteous into life’ eternal.” 
What, otherwise, would influ- 
ence divine wisdom and justice 
to bring souls back from the 
full glory of heaven to the resur- 
rection of the body and the ter- 
rors of the last judgment as re- 
vealed by Jesus himself in Matt. 
25. 31-46? 

3. The third truth taught in 
the parable is the unchangea- 
bleness, the fixity, of character 
after death. The destiny of 
every soul at death is depend- 
ent ipon the: character at- 
tained by that soul in this life. 
Character is consolidated habit. 
Habit is fixed by repeated ac- 
tion. Action depends on choice 
or will. Character, therefore, 
is fixed choice or will and is 
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the same after death as before. 
That which is holy shall be holy 
still; that which is filthy shall 
be filthy still. Character, there- 
fore, survives the crisis of death. 
Love and hate, sin and holiness, 
abide hereafter (as meres wee ne 
ethical law of human personality 
is forever fixed, like the gulf 
separating the rich man and 
Lazarus. Death will never con- 
vert a sinful man into a holy 
man. It will not make the rich 
man a Good Samaritan. One 
cannot live like Nero and die 
like Paul. In the=mext world 
every soul will naturally seek 
that environment which corre- 
sponds to its character in this 
world. Holy spirits will seek 
holy spirits, or heaven. Sinful 
spirits will seek sinful spirits, or 
hell. It will therefore be more 
a voluntary choice of man than 


an arbitrary act of God. Men 
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will go to hell in the next world 
because hell has already entered 
into them in this world. Like 
Judas, they will go to their own 
place—their chosen place. 

4. The fourth truth taught 
in this parable is that the wick- 
ed, the entirely worldly-minded, 
who die without Christ will pass 
after death into a state of tor- 
ment and punishment as a nec- 
essary result of sin. Sin is 
anomia—lawlessness. Lawless- 
ness cannot continue unrebuked 
and unpunished in a right- 
eous and perfect government. 
A society of wicked men and 
women is hell, whether in this 
world or the next. As Bishop 
Fowler aptly says, ‘‘Banish hell 
from the next world and you 
inaugurate it in this.” God, 
therefore, in the very nature of 
his government, must punish 


sin and separate it by a great 
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gulf from holiness and heaven. 
Hell will be to the next world 
what the prison is to the com- 
monwealth in this world—a pro- 
tection to the law-abiding. The 
tendency of sin and sinners 
when thus separated from right- 
eousness will be to constantly 
increase in power and malignity. 
As Dr, South has ably said, 
‘¢ Sin is the only perpetual mo- 
tion, and needs nothing but a 
beginning to keep it incessant- 
ly going.” Dr. South here ex- 
presses a powerful truth. There 
is a gravitation in the spiritual 
world as certainly as in the 
natural world. ‘The holy soul 
gravitates toward God, the sin- 
ful soul away from God. This 
is as capable of demonstration 
as Newton’s law. After death 
the sinful soul will be separated 
from all holy environment and 
will therefore gravitate away 
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from God faster than before. 
Like a falling body, it will gain 
in momentum through all eter- 
nity until it becomes a burning 
torment, of which the flame 
engulfing the rich man in the 
parable is a faint symbol, In 
heaven, as upon earth, the holy 
spirit will become more spirit- 
ually developed and more di- 
vinely holy and Godlike. The 
sinful spirit, on the other hand, 
will become continually more 
sinful and malignant. Thislaw 
is recognized in this life, even 
the novelists clearly depicting 
the terrible truth. Read the 
story of Z77to Melema in Romola, 
of Bartley Hubbard in 4 AWodern 
Instance, and of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde, by Robert Louis 
Stevenson. These retributions 
will naturally continue the same 
when the soul leaves the earth- 
ly body for the spiritual body, 
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except that they and the con- 
sciousness of them will be in- 
creased a thousandfold when 
seen in the light of God and 
contrasted with ideal holiness. 
That will be hell; a speritual 
hell; a place of torment and re- 
morse, of which the figures used 
by Christ in the parable are 
inadequate illustrations. The 
spiritual suffering of a con- 
science tormented by sin and- 
sensible of its guilt and ruin 
will be worse than any conceiv- 
able results of material fire. 
The literal hell fire of Jonathan 
Edwards, Father Furness, and 
the early Methodist preachers 
will give place to a spiritual hell 
which earthly language has no 
terms to describe. Spiritual 
torment is as much worse than 
mental torment as mental tor- 
ment is worse than physical tor- 


ment. The newspapers daily 
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record the death of suicides 
who count physical pain as noth- 
ing if they may free themselves 
from mental and spiritual tor- 
ments. The anguish and re- 
morse of a sinful spirit when 
thus left to itself, and conscious- 
ly separated from the felicities 
of holiness and heaven, will be 
hell. Consciousness of sin and 
guiltisitsownhell. The great- 
est of American orators, Daniel 
Webster, has expressed this 
great truth in vivid and remark- 
able language which has become 
somewhat familiar: ‘‘Meantime 
the guilty soul cannot keep its 
ownsecret. Itis false to itself, 
or rather it feels an irresistible 
impulse of conscience to be true 
tovitee eit “labors ‘under its 
guilty possession, and knows 
not what to do with it. The 
human heart was not made for 


the residence of such an inhab- 
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itant; it finds itself preyed on by 
a torment which it dares not ac- 
knowledge to God or man. A 
vulture is devouring it, and it 
asks no sympathy or assistance 
either from heaven or earth. 
The secret which the murderer 
possesses soon comes to possess 
him; and, like the evil spirits 
of which we read, it overcomes 
him and leads him whitherso-. 
ever it will. He feels it beating 
at his heart, rising to his throat, 
and demanding disclosure. He 
thinks the whole world sees it in 
his face, reads it in his eyes, and 
almost hears its workings in the 
very silence of his thoughts. It 
has become his master; it be- 
trays his discretion; it breaks 
down his courage; it conquers 
his prudence. When suspicions 
from without begin to embar- 
rass him and the net of circum- 


stances to entangle him the fatal 
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secret struggles with stillgreater 
violence to burst forth. It must 
be confessed; it will be con- 
fessed; there is no refuge from 
confession but suicide, and sui- 
cide is confession,” 

Says a thoughtful writer: 
‘‘Grant the continued existence 
of sin and consciousness after 
death and you have all the hell 
fire needed for endless punish- 
ment.” Wecannot better close 
this important part of the argu- 
ment as to the nature and char- 
acter of future punishment than 
by using the following impress- 
ive words of Bishop Newman: 
“Symbols vanish, shadows de- 
part, types perish, but realities 
endure and truth abides forever. 
Put out the fires of the Jeru- 
salem gehenna, drain dry the 
apocalyptic lake of fire and 
brimstone, change the ‘outer 
darkness’ into noonday, yet 
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man is immortal, with memory 
to recall, with imagination to 
suggest, with conscience to an- 
noy. Hell may be a wht [a 
place], but hell is a state more 
thana place. Change the orien- 
talisms of the New Testament 
into the occidentalisms of this 
century, yet the constitution of 
man changeth not. Beneath the 
drapery of rhetoric is the stern 
logic of fact. Vice and misery, 
virtue and happiness, are tre- 
mendous facts, within the ex- 
perience of many and the obser- 
vation of all. All the physical 
in the universe may perish, but 
the spiritual will endure. The 
soul is the seat of sensation. 
Matter has qualities; mind has 
energies. . The) elementsm or 
heaven and hell are within us 
—moral conditions lead on to 
their development. Heaven 


and hell flow out of character. 
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Milton made his devil sing: 
‘Which way I fly is hell. My- 
self am hell!’ And he could 
have made his angel sing: 
‘Which way I fly is heaven. 
Myself am heaven.’ ”’ 

5. Lastly, this parable har- 
monizes with Scripture in gen- 
eral in clearly teaching that our 
probation is ended in this life. 
When the rich man besought 
Abraham to send Lazarus to 
warn his five brothers, lest they 
come to his place of torment, 
the answer was, in the closing 
verse of the parable, ‘‘If they 
hear not Moses and the proph- 
ets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from 
the dead.” There will be less 
hope for the wicked after death, 
since God’s warning prophets 
will be absent, and Christ him- 
self will leave the throne of 


mercy for the throne of judg- 
41 


The Truth about Hell 


ment. The scenes of Calvary 
will never be repeated. There- 
fore, if the Gospel invitation of 
Christ and his disciples is re- 
jected in this life, it is rejected 
forever. The gulf between the 
righteous and the wicked will 
in the next world be wide and 
fixed; a gulf not of space, but 
of character. Holy influences 
will work upon and influence 
the holy. Sinful influences will 
work upon and influence the 
sinful. Forever fixed will be 
the gulf. The bad cannot cross 
into heaven, where nothing can 
enter that ‘‘defileth.”” The holy 
cannot cross tothe sinful. The 
call to repentance and holiness 
is therefore biblically and logi- 
cally limited to this present life. 
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Concluding Thoughts 

Two practical thoughts will 
conclude our discussion of this 
great but difficult subject: 

1. The loose teaching now 
prevalent concerning future 
punishment calls upon us to 
proclaim retribution for sin as 
never before. A great divine 
has well said: ‘‘A sentimental 
weakness has robbed God of 
his moral fiber and the Gospel 
of its moral grip. This senti- 
mentalism shrinks from preach- 
ing the Gospel in its symmetry. 
It fails to support the high moral 
authority of God against all 
forms of sin in time and eter- 
nity.” 

2. This parable is a terrible 
warning to the material age in 
which we live. Men are bowing 


the knee to the Baal of worldly 
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riches to the neglect of spiritual 
power. The spirit of the age 
tends to the worship of mam- 
mon, which with the covetous- 
ness of Judas is ready to betray 
Christ into the hands of sinful 
men who would desecrate every 
pillar in the violated temple of 
civil and religious liberty, sub- 
ject the Bible and the Sabbath 
to open insult, and inaugurate a_ 
hell upon earth. Against such 
a misuse of wealth it is the duty 
of all Christ’s disciples to sound 
a warning as distinct as that 
which Christ himself proclaimed 
in this parable. Unusual and 
special responsibilities lie at the 
doors of the Christian Church. 
Golden opportunities confront 
us. The electric light of divine 
revelation gleams around and 
before us. If in the white light 
of all of our God-given powers 


and opportunities we make ship- 
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wreck of the glorious faith once 
delivered to the saints and to us, 
the full and terrible meaning of 
the matchless word ‘‘Remem- 
- ber” will, in the life after death, 
be revealed to us more terribly 
and really than to tormented ~ 
Dives. The walls of immortal 
memory will become a picture 
gallery of life’s wrecked hopes, 
lost privileges, and blasted fruit- 
age. 

‘“The word stands out with solemn, 


earnest warning ; 
The letters gleam upon the sacred 


page. 
But careless ones, its awful message 
scorning, 
Go blindly on in childhood, youth, 
and age, | 
Till suddenly the golden bowl is 
broken, 
The soul is launched upon the shore- 
less sea, 
Whose silent waves waft back no word, 
no token, 


To tell what waits us in eternity. 
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‘* But God. in mercy lights each path 


before us ; 
Vo soul unwarned has met eternal 
woes 
His star of love has shone most brightly 
o’er us 
When far in sin our wayward feet 
would go. 
And knowing this, to souls sunk in 
perdition 
That word ‘REMEMBER’ is a death- 
less flame, 
A sting, a lash, that makes their lost. 
condition 


The quenchless torment that we dare 
not name.” 
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